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ill-timed raising of the constitutional question was particu-
larly unwelcome and inopportune to the Government, who
had placed such high hopes in their " final " solution of the
agrarian problem, and, indeed, they were robbed of much
of the credit and popularity of their Irish policy by this un-
fortunate incident.
Carson himself was among the most indignant : he re-
garded it as a monstrous thing that a Civil Servant in such
an important position should have been responsible for a
scheme so much at variance with Unionist opinion. How
far George Wyndham was himself involved was unknown,
and has only recently been made public by an article in the
Quarterly Review by Mrs. Edgar Dugdale. In a strong speech
at Manchester on the 7th February, 1905, Carson committed
himself to an unequivocal condemnation of the policy of
devolution. He denounced it as "a fatuous, ridiculous, un-
workable, impracticable scheme, lately set going in Ireland
by certain gentlemen whose names had been attached to it."
The Ulster Unionists had intimated to the Whips that they
no longer had confidence in the Administration, and Carson,
although a member of the Government, defended them.
" The grievance of Ulster Unionists/5 he said, " is, rightly
or wrongly, that the scheme originated with a permanent
official retained under a Unionist Government in Dublin
Castle."
This time the threat of resignation came from Carson. He
at once informed the Prime Minister that he could no longer
serve in a Government whose Chief Secretary was in any
way committed to a scheme of devolution which might put
Ulster under the Catholic majority, and offered his resigna-
tion. " You know, A. J. B.," Carson said, " it's only for the
sake of the Union that I am in politics at all, and this idea
is a particularly insidious attack upon the Union/'
" I know it is, and I think George has been very indis-
creet," said Balfour, but he added, putting his arm affec-
tionately round Carson's shoulders, " Now, do help me :
I'm in a great difficulty. Besides, I can make a very good
logical defence of George."
The advocate and the philosopher faced  each other